
There are signs of pain or discomfort, such as
lameness or reluctance to move. 

The equine is significantly over or underweight.
There are concerns with dental or foot care.

The equine is particularly aggressive, anxious or
resists RDA work.

The are concerns about harness, roller, saddle,
bridle or bit fit.

Inadequate care according to the 5 domains,
unclean living conditions, general neglect.

Physical Health and
Condition 

Behavioural Signs of
Stress or Discomfort

Is the equine’s life at risk? E.g. there is significant bleeding or the equine has collapsed.

Reporting an Equine Welfare Concern

Contact both the
Group’s main Vet and
Group Organiser as

soon as possible.

Your concern might
be:

Environmental
Conditions

Workload and Exercise
Balance 

Inadequate Tack and
Equipment Fit

The equine has an excessive workload,
inadequate rest or inappropriate activities for

the equine’s conditions.

Yes No

Initiate conversation
with the Coach and

Group Organiser. State
your observations and
concerns objectively. 

Has the welfare
concern been

addressed, and an
action plan made to

improve the condition?

Yes Concern resolved- no
further action

required.

No Contact your local
Regional Equine
Advisor and/or

Regional Vet. Their
details can be found by

contacting National
Office.

Has the welfare
concern been

addressed, and an
action plan made to

improve the condition?

Contact the RDA
National Office Equine
Team details of your

concern.  

Concern
resolved-

monitor the
equine’s

progress but
no further

action
required for

now.

YesNo

National Office Contact:
RDA Equine Team equine@rda.org.uk


